
Do you want SFU to use 

your program?
LICENSE = “Program not available for use by SFU.”

Do you want SFU to pay 

for it?

LICENSE = “We are open to negotiating a perpetual 

license for SFU to use and modify this software.”

No

Yes

Yes

No

Allow anyone to do 

anything?

Consider the MIT LICENSE:
Copyright (c) <year> <copyright holders>

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy of this software and 

associated documentation files (the "Software"), to deal in the Software without restriction, including 

without limitation the rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, distribute, sublicense, and/or sell 

copies of the Software, and to permit persons to whom the Software is furnished to do so, subject to 

the following conditions:

The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in all copies or substantial 

portions of the Software.

...

Yes

No

Allow anyone to do 

anything, but their 

changes must also be 

open source?

LICENSE = “SFU is hereby granted a perpetual, non-exclusive, non-revocable license to use 

or modify this application and its source code.”

Allow just SFU to use for 

free?

Consider the GPL (a “copyleft” license):

GPL “guarantees end users the freedom to run, study, share and modify the software”

“GPL is a copyleft license, which means that derivative work can only be distributed under 

the same license terms” (Wikipedia)

Set LICENSE to be full text of the GPL.

See: https://www.gnu.org/licenses/gpl-3.0.en.html

No

Yes

Yes

Set LICENSE to be some other license, or a custom description of the terms and 

conditions under which your software may be used and modified by SFUNo

Informal License Guide

This flow-chart can help your team consider 

some license options for your application.

Your team must agree on one license.

(This is not legal advice!)


