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Open source licensing

● Open-source =.. 
– Does not mean that anyone can do as they wish 

with that code.

● Developer (company or individual) still owns the 
code and can... 

● Carefully consider the license of 

– Ex: File-system, network "stacks", audio decoders, 
etc.

source code is freely available.

give it a legally binding license.

all components being used in a system.
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License models

● GNU General Public License (GPL)
"Reciprocal" license, "copyleft", "Viral open source"

– If your program includes any GPL code, then..

● GNU Lesser General Public License (LGPL)
– If you statically-link to LGPL code, it too must be LGPL
– If you dynamically link to the code (like a DLL), it need 

not be LGPL (could have any licence).

● Berkley Standard Distribution (BSD) License
– Non-reciprocal license...
– Code may be included in proprietary systems that are 

sold for profit (closed-source).

you must license your software under GPL. 

need not publish changes.
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Simplified BSD License
Copyright (c) <year>, <copyright holder>
All rights reserved.

Redistribution and use in source and binary forms, with or without
modification, are permitted provided that the following conditions are met:

1. Redistributions of source code must retain the above copyright notice, 
this list of conditions and the following disclaimer.

2. Redistributions in binary form must reproduce the above copyright 
notice, this list of conditions and the following disclaimer in the 
documentation and/or other materials provided with the distribution.

THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED BY THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS AND CONTRIBUTORS "AS IS" AND ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE DISCLAIMED. IN NO EVENT SHALL 
THE COPYRIGHT OWNER OR CONTRIBUTORS BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES 
(INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR SERVICES; LOSS OF USE, DATA, OR PROFITS; OR BUSINESS INTERRUPTION) 
HOWEVER CAUSED AND ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, STRICT LIABILITY, OR TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE) 
ARISING IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE OF THIS SOFTWARE, EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE. 

The views and conclusions contained in the software and documentation are those
of the authors and should not be interpreted as representing official policies,
either expressed or implied, of the FreeBSD Project.
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GPL License File
<one line to give the program's name and a brief idea of what it does.>
Copyright (C) <year>  <name of author>

This program is free software: you can redistribute it and/or modify
it under the terms of the GNU General Public License as published by
the Free Software Foundation, either version 3 of the License, or
(at your option) any later version.

This program is distributed in the hope that it will be useful,
but WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY; without even the implied warranty of
MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  
See the GNU General Public License for more details.

You should have received a copy of the GNU General Public License
along with this program.  If not, see <https://www.gnu.org/licenses/>.
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GPLv3 License Details

● It’s copy-left or “viral” open source. Ex:

Section 5. Conveying Modified Source Versions
c) You must license the entire work, as a whole, 
under this License to anyone who comes into 
possession of a copy. This License will therefore 
apply, along with any applicable section 7 additional 
terms, to the whole of the work, and all its parts, 
regardless of how they are packaged. This License 
gives no permission to license the work in any other 
way, but it does not invalidate such permission if you 
have separately received it
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Copyleft Licences


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7

